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Economy

CENTERPIECE OF INDIA'S FREEDOM STRUGGLE FACES THREAT

Govt Objects to German Co Using Khadi Trademark

Opposes Germany's Khadi Naturprodukte'sattempt to use the trademark for selling Indian-origin products, including shampoos, soaps and oils in European markets

INDIA HAS A BATTLE ON ITS HANDS

Dilasha Seth & Soma Das

in EU. The Department of Indus-
trial Policy and Promotion has
urged KVIC to register the kKhadi

sald, “If KVIC or the government
can prove conclusively in EU that
its range of products have been

neemamong many others, experts
believe this time the task is more
challenging as it involves a trade-

as Scorch whiskey A few months
ago, the Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) Arttorneys Assocl-

New Delhl: After turmeric and brand for its range of products in selling in that market under the mark, is more complex and may ation sought a GI tag for khadi
neem, it’s the turn of khadl. The theUSandthe EU, governmentof- ‘khadi’ trademark for significant- prove more difficult to defend. products on behalf of all Indlan
German company The govt has government is preparing for a ficialstoldET. 1y more number of years and con- “The other criteria we need to see producers, its president Sanjal
Khadl Naturprodukte objected 10 the trademark battle over the hand- “We will put all our force and sumers there clearly assoclate {is the class of products for which Gandhi told ET He added that the

spun fabric that was made a cen- strength totry and ensure that this those products thetrademark has beengrantedto application is still pending and if
Is selling herbal use of ‘knadl terplece of India’s freedom strug- trademarkiscancelled,” aDIPPof- with its brand, it the German company. If it In- the attempt succeeds, all trade-
products under Khadl  trademark by gle by Mahatma Gandhi against ficial said. Afterfacing  can make a case cludes textiles, then India's case marksgranted to khadifor the fab-
range In Europe German company Germany'sKhadi Naturprodukte.  The German firm hadn’t 'espon-  attemptsby ~ agalnst a later en-  bacomes sironger but if it applies  ric would get cancellad.

Khadl & Village Industrie sl The government has objected to dedto ET queries on the matter as forelgnersto  trant, the German onlytoarange of non-textile prod-  After facing attempts by foreign-
A lage Industries Commission the German company’s attempt to - of press time but says on its web- patentuses ~ company in this ucts, then the fight may be tough- ers to patentusesof neemand tur-
(KVIC) has sought cancellation of the use the kKhadi wrademark for sell- site that “Khadi is a unique brand of neem and case." er,” Basheer said. meric, Indiastarted maintaining a
frademark ing arange of Indian-origin prod- for the European market and only  turmeric, For the last few What complicates the case fur- database in the form of a Tradi-
DIPP has asked Indla has already ucts, including shampoos, soaps exclusivelyavailable withus.” Indlastarted  years, KVIC has ther is even within India over 80- tlonal Knowledge Digital Library
KVIC 10 register the |thwarted attempts to and oils In European markets. Products listed on its webslte In- malntaining  Deen trving to es- oddtrademarkshavebeengranted This has allowed it to preempt
‘khadl brand for Its appropriate neem and The Khadl & Village Industries clude shampoos, soaps and oils Traditional tablish 1its foot- by India’s trademark office to dif- over 200 bio-piracy attempts glob-
range of products  turmeric traditional Commission(KVIC),anarmof the which overlap with what KVIC Knowledge print overseas and ferent products and not necessar- ally.agovernmentofficial told ET.
Inthe US & EU knowledge ministry of micro, small & medi- sellsunderasimilarbrand,butthe pigital was granted the ily to the same organisations, a  “Tilldate the database Is restrict-
umenterprises, hassoughtcancel- currentlistdoesn'tincludefabric. Liprary status of anexport person familiar with the matter ed toIndian systems of medicines

DIFFICULT
CASE

m Experts say Indla has a battle on Its hands
= Trademark Is more complex and may
prove more difficult to defend

latlon of the trademark given to
the company by Belgium-head-
quartered Office for Harmoniza-
tion in Internal Markets, an orga-
nisation responsible for
trademark anddesign registration

“Our online shop is constantly
evolving and we are adding new
products as we continue todevelop
them following strict guidelines,”
accordingto the German company.

Patent expert Shamnad Basheer

promotion council
last vear While the Indian govern-
ment has been successful in ward-
ing off blo-piracy threats by nix-
ing attempts by multinationals to
patent the uses of turmeric and

told ET Alsopending isan applica-
tion for granting status of ‘geo-
graphical indication’ or Glonkha-
di to India.

This refers to products that are
specific to a particular place, such

and work is underway to include
postures and knowledge around
yoga in the library and discus-
slons are on to add traditional
handicrafts inthelibrary,” theoffl-
cial added.



