Tae Economic TIMES

India folls Colgate-Palmolive's bid to
patent traditional mouthwash formula

By PTI 16 Jul, 2015, 09.35FPM 5T

NEWY DELHL India has folled consumer
goods giant Colgate-Palmaolive's attempt to
patent a mouthwash formula containing herb
extracts, used in traditional medicines to
cure oral diseases.

The claim was contested by the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research's
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (CSIR-
TKDL) before the European Union Patent
office. It submitted proof that Myristica
Fragrans herb were used for oral diseases
in Indian systems of medicine.

"India had foiled an attempt by consumer
goods giant Colgate-Falmolive 1o

patent a mouthwash formula containing herb
extract by citing ancient texts that showy it
was traditionally used in ancient medicinal
practices.
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"Traditional Knowledge Digital Library of Council of Scientific & Industrial Eesearch (CSIR-
TKDL) had submitted proof in the form of references from ancient books, which said the
herb and its extracts of Myristica Fragrans were used for oral diseases in Indian systems of

medicine,” said a government statement.

Meanwhile, various institutions of CSIR filed applications for 14 patents in India and for 22
abroad in April this year. Out of these, one patent were granted in India and 14 abroad.



