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Pistachio and melon wont be patented in Europe 
By Savita Verma in New Delhi 
INDIA has saved pistachio and watermelon from being patented in Europe. 

Pistachio or pista is known for its anti- cancer properties in traditional medicine systems in 
the country. And India has managed to prevent patenting of this information along with 12 
other cases. 

Use of watermelon extract for preparing an anti- vitilgo cream was prevented from getting 
patented in the European Patent Office. 

India filed evidence based on a Unani book on July 7 last year. This led the European 
Patent Office to set aside its intention to grant patent on July 14. 

In total, the country plans to take up 221 cases in which Indian traditional knowledge has 
been claimed by companies for patenting in the European Patent office. 

In 96 cases, the government has provided evidence that the properties of a specific plant 
cannot be patented because it is part of Indias traditional knowledge. 

In two cases, the European Patent Office rejected the applications and in 11 other cases, 
applications were withdrawn. 

The rest of the cases would be taken up in a month. 

“ Misappropriation and biopiracy are issues of grave concern for developing countries. 

Cancellation of patents on turmeric and neem had taken years of efforts and loads of 
money. Setting up of the traditional knowledge digital library ( TKDL) by the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research and Department of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy, has helped the government prevent patenting of 
traditional knowledge without spending any money and in a few weeks,” an official said. 

TKDL has documented countrys traditional knowledge. 

India had signed an agreement with the European Patent Office in February last to make 
the database created by TKDL available to their patent examiners to check patent 
applications related Indian systems of medicine. A similar agreement has also been signed 
with the US Patent Office.  
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