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India dashes Danish firm’s bio piracy

Kounteya Sinha | ™

New Delhi: After stopping the
Chinese from patenting pud-
ina’s health benefits, India has
now foiled a major bio piracy
bid by a Danish company to
patent ginger, jeera (cumin),
onion and turmeric’s fat burn-
Ing properties.

Claras ApS, a Danish com-
pany, on September 19, 2007
flled a patent application at
the European Patent Offlce,
saying its Invention of
turmeric. cumin, ginger and
onton as slimming agents was
novel.

But the Council of Scilen-
tific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), with the help of In-
dia’s Traditional Knowledge
Digital Library (TKDL), dug
out formulations from ancient
Ayurveda texts like Astanga
Samegraha, Yogaratnakarah,
Yogatarangini and Gadani-
grahah dating back to the 5th
century, which contained for-
mulations involving their use
for ages In India, as fat burn-
ers.

Director of TKDL Dr VK
Gupta submitted a letter to
EPO on August 25, 2009 to in-
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Claras ApS, filed a patent

application, saying its
invention of turmeric,

cumin, ginger and onion

as slimming agents was
novel. But CSIR dug out
formulations from

Ayurveda texts involving

their use for ages in
India, as fat burners

form the examiners that all
the four have long been known
in Indian svstems of tradi-
tional medicine for their use
as slimming agents or far de-
strovers.

CSIR’s letter to EPO sald.,
“The patent application num-
ber EP2044850, titled method
for altering the metabolism
characteristic of food prod-
ucts, may Kindly be referred
to wherein the usefulness of
a herbal composition of Zin-
giber officinale (ginger), Alll-
um cepa (onion) , Cuminum
cyvminum (cumin seed) and
Curcuma longa (turmeric) on
being added to a food product

as a slimming agent by alter-
ing the digestion characteris-
tic/metabolism characteris-
tic of the food product has
been clalmed t be novel.”

The letter added. “In
TEDL, there are several ref-
erences where all four have
been found to be used for im-
proving digestion process and
act asslimming agent. Hence,
there does not seem to be any
novelty or inventive step in-
volved in the claims made in
the above referred patent ap-
plication.”

The letter was accompa-
nied with evidence from age-
old Indian medicinal texts.
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“Following India's inter-
vention, the Danish company
was not left with any option
except to withdraw its patent
and claims. Accordingly, the
company decided to withdraw
its three-yvear-old application,”
a health ministry official said.

TEDL is a collaborative
project between CSIR and the
health ministry’s department
of Ayush. In 2000, the TEDL
expert group estimated that
about 2,000 wrong patents con-
cerning Indian systems of
medicine were being granted
every year at international
level, mainly due to the fact
that India’s traditional medi-
cine knowledge existed inlan-
guages such as Sanskrit, Hin-
di. Arabic, Urdu, Tamil etc
and was nelther accessible
nor understood by patent ex-
aminers at the International
patent offices.

TEKDL., therefore, overcame
these language and format
barriers by scientifically con-
verting and making available
information in 34 million A4
size pages of the ancient texts
into five International lan-
guages — English, Japanese,
French, German and Spanish.



