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India folls
Chinese bid to
patent pudina

New Delhi: India has foiled a major
Chinese bio-piracy bid to patent the
use of medicinal plants ‘pudina’
(mint) and ‘kalamegha’ (andro-
graphis) for the treatment of H5N1

avian influenza or bird flu.

The Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research (CSIR), with the
help of India’s Traditional Enowledge
Digital Library (TEDL), dug out for-
mulations from ancient Aynrveda and
Unani texts, like ‘Cakradattah’,
‘Bhaisajya Ratnavali’, ‘Kitaab-al-
Haawi-fil-Tibb’ and ‘Qaraabaadeen
Azam wa Akmal’, dating back to the
9th century, to show that both ‘pudi-
na’ and ‘kalamegha’ have been wide-
ly used in India since ages for in-
fluenza and epidemic fevers. tun




