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India foils Swiss MNC'’s bio-piracy bid

Kounteya Sinha |un

: New Delhi: India has suc-
¢ cessfully foiled a blo-piracy
¢ bid by a Swiss multi-national
: firm to patent an age-old In-
 dian home remedy —milk as
: alaxative.

: Mestec SA had filed a pat-
¢oent application at the Eu-
. ropean Patent Office (EPO)
¢ oonMay 12, 2009, claiming the
i usefulness of cow milk for
: the trearmment of constipa-
. tion and as alaxative tobe its
¢ uniquefinding.

5 However, cow milk 15 be-
: Ingusedaloneor incombina-
. tlon with other ingredients
. for treating constipation and
: asalaxativein traditional In-
: dian medicine systems for
: hundredsof years.

5 The Council for Scientific
: and Industrial Research
 (CSIE) and the Union health
: ministry’s department of
¢ Ayushsent the EPOreferenc-
¢ esof theremedy from several
. anclent Indian texts dated
¢ between stheentry and 20th
Iocentury

Swiss MNC had filed a
patent application
claiming the usefulness of
1 cow milk as a laxative.
India’s references of the
remedy from several
ancient texts, force the Co
to withdraw application

This led to the applicant
withdrawing its claim and

patent application on
January 24.
A health minisiry official

sald: “Within 16 weeks of In-
dia providing evidence, the
nearly three-vear-old at
tempt by a Swiss multina-
tlonal company to pirate In-
dia’s traditional medicinal
Enowledge was struck down
by the HEuropean Patent
Office.”

MNestec 54 had filed a pat-
ent application (EP- 2251029)
under the title “Lactoferrin
and gut neuronal health in
adults and/or elderly”. The

books belonging to the Indi-
an systems of medicine that
were referred to as evidence
by India and sent to EPO in-
cluded Astanga Hridava (5th
century), Vangasena (12th
century), Rasendracintama-
naih(16th century), Siddhab-
hesajamanimala (19th centu-
vy and Khazaain-al-Advia
(20th century).

Till a decade ago, around
2,000 wrong patents regard-
ngIndian medicine systems
werebeing granted annually
at international level due to
lack of evidence provided by
India.

In TEDL, over 2.26 lakh

rare medical formulations
that were part of the coun-
try’s ancient Indian texts,
have heen dug out, tran-
scribed, documented and
digitized in order to protect
them from bio-pirates.

This includes 1.22 lakh
Unani formulations, ayurve-
da (90,0000 and Siddha
(15,0000, which have been
transcribed by the depart
ment of AYUSH and CSIR
from ancient Indian texts
written originallv in San-
skrit, Arabic, Urdu, Persian
and Tamil.

They have now been
translated into five interna-
tional languages — English,
Japanese, French, German
and Spanish — for intellec-
tal property rights across
theworld and a ready reckon-
er asand when a patent appli-
cation comes up “from west-
ernbio-pirates.”

On an average, it takes
flve to seven yearstooppose a
granted patent at interna-
tional level that may cost
$0.2-506 million.



