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Rich & poor countries now don’t agree on biodiversity
5 Jan 2010, 0249 hrs IST, ET Bureau
NEW DELHI: An international protocol on biodiversity is set to become the new bone of contention between the

developed and developing countries. The rich countries are opposing an international legal framework for use of
biological resources.

The agreement will deal with the issue of biopiracy, which is a cause of concern for countries like India. Negotiations are
on to finalise the protocol that is expected to be adopted at Nagoya, Japan, in October this year.

India and other developing countries are pushing for a protocol on access and benefit sharing (ABS). Biopiracy is an
important issue for India, which is keen on the adoption of the Nagoya Protocol. Minister of state for environment Jairam
Ramesh said the protocol will “provide an opportunity to biodiversity-rich countries such as India to realise benefits for its
people from the use of the biodiversity”.

The developed countries are resisting a legal framework. It is unlikely that the agreement will be finalised in time for the
Nagoya conference. The positions taken by the developed and developing countries are too far apart for a timely
resolution — the negotiating text has as many as 3,600 square brackets or unresolved issues.

The Convention on Biological Diversity, adopted at the Earth Summit in Rio de janeiro in 1992, is the first comprehensive
global agreement addressing all aspects of biodiversity. The convention reaffirms sovereign rights of nations over their
biological resources.

It has three main goals — the conservation of biological diversity, sustainable use of its components and fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits from the use of genetic resources.

While an international legal framework appears to be a distant possibility, India has been taking steps at the national and
bilateral level to protect its biodiversity. Besides the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, and the national Biodiversity Authority,
India has also put in place a traditional knowledge database — the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL).

Managed by the CSIR, TKDL is a computerised database of documented information available in Indian texts, relating to
Indian systems of medicine. Over 10 years, more than 2 lakh formulations of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Yoga have
been documented under the TKDL. “TKDL is an effort to protect our traditional knowledge, mainly traditional medicine
and yoga postures from misappropriation through patents granted abroad as had happened with the use of neem and
haldi (turmeric),” the minister said.

Some 2,000 patents related to the Indian system of medicine are granted every year by the US Trade and Patents Office,
European Patents Office (EPO) and other overseas patent offices. To stem the tide, India has been engaged in bilateral
efforts. In November, during Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to the US, an agreement was signed with the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.
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