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BATTLE’S WON, WAR IS ON
What's being done > "

Don't take what’s mine

® U5 Patent & Trademark Office granted patent for
wound-healing properties of turmeric in 1995 and the
European Patent Office (EPO) to anti-fungal properties
ol neem in 1994 bath revoked after India fought for it

& 2,000 patents related to Indian systems of medicine
franted every year

® A0-50 patent applications based on traditional
knowledge from India awaiting grant at any given time

& EPQ has granted patents on use of 285 plants used
in indian meadicines, such as papaya. Indian long
pepper, hoary basil (kall tulsi), ginger, aloe, psyllium,
Indian gooseberry, cumin, tomato, almond, walnut
and soyabean

& It takes 5-7 years to oppose a granted patent, with
cost lor each case ranging between Rs 1 crome and
RS 3 Croce

lEPoqranlednrwss!o Traditional Knowiedn
Digital Librry (TRIN dalabasefmmfcbwnryz
Lo ensure it validates claims related 1o Indian
systems of medicine

® Using TROL. India can protect 2 iakh
(2,00.000) medical formu
Intions,

M TEDL comes I several
languages — English,
Japanese, French, German
and Spanish

& Thalland, Cambodia,
Atghanistan, Indonesia. South
Africa. Mongolia and Indonesia
are amang the countries that have
asked India for assistance in setting w

a simtlardﬂl&!.

India banks on patent power

Sanchita Sharma
New Delhl, February 9
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India has set up the world’s first Traditional

Knowledge Digital Library databaso and signed an
agreemant with the European Patont Office to establish
a mechanism te stop bio-piracy.

tect India’s traditional medic

inal Knowledge from blo-pira
cy. The Patent Exominoers
al the European Patent Offies
{EPO) have been given access
to the TKDGL from February 2
<0 that no patents are granied
i there is existing documen

tation in the database ™ said S
Julaja, =ocretary, AYLUSIH
a department of Indian

svatems of medicine in the
ministey of hoalth wed Grmily
wollare

In the past, the EPQ, with 34
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used In traditional Indinn
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Indian long pepper, hoary basil
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About 2000 patents on
Indinn systvms of medicine
are granted each vesr, mainly
because traditional medicinal
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