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A Roundiable on Swldng Communiny Capacrty: a Revmdtable om Praciical Initiatives on Intellectual
Property and Traditional Culteral Expressions, Traditienal Knowledge and Genetic Resources will 1ake
place at the headguarters of the Waorld Intellectual Property Organication (WO n Geneva, From
December 1010 12, 2007,

The Roundtable s an mformal, pracocally-onented event. 1L responds 1o the strong level of mlerest
expressed by many national authoritics and community representatives in sharing experience and
developing dialogue and cooperalion on practical imtiatives o build capacity for the appropnate
protection of intellectual property and traditional cultural expressions {TCEs), traditional knowledge
(TR ) and genetic resources (GR).

The Roundiable follows in the tradition of community consultation that has been part of WIP(F's
program in this doman since ils mceplion with the it lact-Tindimg consullations dating back o 1998
and 1999,

Ome of the first such projects, the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library, is being compiled by hundreds
of doctors in India with the help of software engineers and patent ¢xaminers, an ¢ncvelopedia of the
countrys traditional medicing in live languages - English, French, German, Japanese and Spanish - in an
eftort to stop peaple from claiming them as their own novel inventions and patenting them.

‘The BBC reported on this a couple of vears ago,

Indian scientists say the country has been a victim of what they describe as "bio-piraey™ for
a long time,

"When we put oot this encyvelopacdia in the public domain, no one will be able 1o claim that
these medicines or therapies are their inventuons. Till now, we have not done the necdful o
profect our raditional wealth,™ says Ajay Dua, a senior bureaucrat in the federal commerce
sy,

Putting together the encyelopaedia is a daunting lask,

For ome, avurvedic texts are in Sanskrit and Hindi, unam texis are in Arabic and Persian and
siddha malenal is m Tamil language. Matenial from these texts 1s bemg translaled into five
international languages, using sophisticated software coding.

The sheer wealth of matenal that has to be read through for information 15 enormous - there
arg some 54 anhoritative “text books® on avurveda alone, some thowsands of vears old.
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People outside India are not aware of our immense traditional knowledge wealth

Then there are nearly 130000 recorded avurvedic, unani and siddha medicines; and some
1,500 asanas (physical exerciges and postunes) in voga, which originated in India more than
5,000 years ago,

Under normal circumslances, a palent application should alwavs be rejected 1l there i prior
existing knowledge about the product.

Bul in most ol the developed nations ltke Unied Slates, "prior existing knowledge” is only
recogmised if it s published in a joumal of is avalable on a database - pot if it has been
passed down through generations of oral and folk raditions,

The irony here is that India has suffered even though its traditional knowledge, as in China,
has been documented extensively,

But information about traditional medicine has aever been culled from their texts, translated
and pul oul i the publiz domain.

PBS Online NewsHour reported on the story again this vear, interviewmg V. K. Gupta Director,
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library, and posted the audio with a transerpt of the program here.

If readers have more mformation aboul this ambiliows defensive publication, or any like 1l being
urdertaken in China or other countres with mdigenows medicmal know ledge, we'd be mterested iIL:.-'ull
might take a foew minues and leave comments about this at the link below,
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