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Traditional medicines documented:
In what is the world's first Traditional
Knowledge Digital Library, India has
documented over 2 lakh formulations
of traditional medicine, P 10

To curb copies, India logs
traditional formulations

Kountaya Sinha | me

New Delhi: In what is the world's first Tradl
tooal Knowledga Dngital Libowry (TRDL), India
has completed doctimenting over two lakh med-
ical formulations of Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani
| tosave them from piracy
Aler eight years of toll, over 200 scientists

and researchers from the Council of Sclantific
#nd Industy il Bessareh (CSTR) and Union health
ministry’s department of Ayush have schentifi-
| cally converted information of traditional Indi-
| an medicine from Hindi, Sanskrit, Arable,
| Persian, Urdu and Tamil to five international

languages — English, Japanese, French, German

and Spanish.

Tha 1511 30 million pages of information,
| has been created to prevent those living abroad
| from claiming patent for existing formulations.

Indin, 1ill now, has Jost over 15,000 patenis of me-
dicinal plants to the West.,

According to Dr V P Gupta from CSIR who
created TIOL, India would lose 2,000 new patents
every year without such a digital library

In the past, patents have been granted by the
European Patent Office (EPO) on the use of ovor
285 Indian medicinal plants such as papaya, In-
disn Jong pepper, kall tulsi, pudina, ginger, aloe,
isabgol, asonla, jira, soybean, tomato, almond,
wahnut and methi.

This i1s why India has now also signéd a land-

| mark agreement with the EPO. Under the three-
year agreement, which came into effect on Feb-
ruary 3, TEDL's database would be available to
the patent examiners at EPO “for establishing
prior art”, In case of patent applications based
on Indian systems of medicine (ISM),

However, TR s information will be restricted
| only for patent search and examination purpos-

es. EPO will not be able to disclose the informa-
| tion to a third party
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@ Creating TKDL took over

yearsand costRs 7 crore.

® The library will prevent

claiming patent for existing i (e Pu;aya Indian lonq
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© Without the | India ginger, aloe, Isabgol, Aamla, [

would have lost Jira, Soybean, Tomalto, i

[ CRUET R I Almond, Walnut and Methi :

While Indla will halp EPO with search assistance, EPO will
inform India about what information was used as citation fram
the TEDA once in every three months.



