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A strong dose to check wrong patents
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Tradional medicinal knowledge of
India comprising two lakh formula-
tions can no longer be pirated at the
international level. After nine years
of pursuii. the govemment has
signed a histone agreement with the
Europenn Patent Office (EPO) 10
prevent the grant of wrong patents
concemning Indin systems of medi-
cine at the international level,

Close to 2000 wrong patents of
Ayurvedic, Unani and Sicha yoga
systems of medicine are still being
granted annually at the global level.
The starkest examples of such wrong

patenting. causing economic losses
wrlndia, i the grant of patent on the
wound healing properties of furmenc
in 1995 by the US Patent and Trade
Mark Office and on anti-fungal prop-
ertics of neem granted af the EPO.
But all this is set to

change, with the experts  [EeTa[RTls 1321

of AYUSH and Centre
Tor Sciennfic and Indus
trial Research (CSIR)
creating the Traditional Knowledge
Digital Library (TKDL) database,
which has been made available to
the patent examiners at the EPO and
its 34 member nations. In the past,
most wrong palents were granted
because India's truditional medicinal
knowledge existed oaly in Sanskrit,

Hindi, Arabic, Urdu and Tami! - lan-
guages which intermational patent
examiners did not understand.

But TEDL has broken thess Lan-
guage barriers by converting the
information in local languages into
open domain texthooks in
five international lan-
guages — English. Japan-
ese, French, German and
Spanish. All thas mforma-
tion has been made available in 30
million Ad size pages 1o EPO. So
far, 81, 00 formulations in
Ayurveda: 104000 in Unani and
12, 000 in Sidha yoga huve been

igitalised under TRDL

*Now patent examiners at EPO
will be in a position to extablish prioe

.‘\ .

art in case they receive patent &
cations based on Indian systemr
medicine. For example, i soms
wants 1o patenl the sexual disab
healing properties of white mul
examiners would know that suc
qualities already exist in Indian
tional formulations. They can ¢
refuse the grant of new patent.”
VK Ciupt, IT bead, CSIR

With TRDL, India can now p
its two lakh medical formulation
(like neem and turmeric) at no ¢
Till now, all India could do was
oppose a wrong patent in case if
information. On an average. it u
five 10 seven Years 10 Oppose 3 |
ed patent at the international ley
process costs Rs 3 crore per cas



